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softened or completely disappeared.   It is thus that for
" son, child " we have the following forms :
kon                ~khon                han1
In han the guttural initial is reduced to an aspirate.
Oo^ the other hand in Khmer ambas "cotton " comes
from an ancient *kam'bas of which the guttural initial has
completely disappeared (Bulletin de la Sodttf de Linguu-
tique, 1924, p. 70, and supra, p. 23). The comparison
of the words for man and woman in the Munda languages
reveals an analogous phenomenon :
" man"         koro,         bar, horol,               hara,          hor
"woman"                      hurt,                      kori,            era
Here for the same K>t we have different conditions
of the initial, k, A and zero. It would be easy to show
that the same phenomenon has occurred in the case of
other initials in that linguistic family. Thus for " salt"
we have :
tampoying,             empoya,                ambang 2
For the " breast," Cam has two forms : darann and
araun. In Santali the Hibiscus sabdariffa is either
bambara or ambaro. To brang * black" in Bahnar (<*berang)
corresponds heram in the speeches of the Malay Peninsula,
Ureng in Kawi and ireng in Javanese. It will be easy to
multiply examples. When the principle once comes to
light the difficulties begin in our attempt to draw con-
clusions from it.
1 MemoiTes de la Societf. de Linguistique, 1921, p. 209 (c/. supra,
p. 29). The form han is common to several Munda languages :
Mundari, Santali, etc.
* Cf. Skeat and Blagden : Pagan Races of the Malay Peninsula,
II, p. 702.